Friends of the North Branch Library – February 13, 2010, Minutes
Present: Doylene Voligny, Kris Jackson, Sue Monroe, Linda Prince, Janet Lasch, Kristy Elkerton, Ellen Johnson, Cindy Martin, Ben Andersen, Nancy Rampp, Joy Johnson, Toni Olinske, Barb Burrington, Debe Pearson, Jackie Larson.

Doylene began the meeting with a discussion on the budget cut recommended by ECRL to close all Chisago Co. libraries Fridays and Saturdays in July and August.  Options: individual libraries raise funds to keep the libraries open.  Our share would be about $2250.  We could use money from our treasury and we could try to secure outside funding.  John Moosey suggested we ask for pledges from individuals and businesses in the event the County doesn’t dip into the contingency fund to cover the shortfall.  We can contact the commissioners and ask them to restore the amount necessary to keep the libraries open.  George McMahon is liaison to ECRL and is somewhat optimistic; Rick Greene less so.
Treasurer’s Report:  Beginning Balance: $3367.86.  Expenses: $890.14. (speaker fee, refreshments, stamp, Walker Display System, $337.48, Baby Changing Station, $300.  

Deposits: $318.00 (11 membership renewals, donations $40, pop machine $16.69, special gift from Esther Schmidt $25 for art fund, Nelson receipts $61.24, lobby book sales $61.24.)

Balance:  $2795.72.

Membership Report:  26 Renewals for 2010. Welcome to new member Ben Andersen.
Librarian Report:  (1) There will be a used bookstore established in conjunction with Family Pathways in part of the old library building. (2) Baby changing station will be ordered on Tuesday when check is delivered to the city. (3)”Make a Splash at Your Library” is the summer reading program theme.  St. John’s Arboretum will present a water-themed program. Cost this year as doubled-$100 plus $71 mileage. We okayed one program this year. (4) St. Croix Nat’l Scenic River Way will present a Junior Ranger program sponsored by the Nat’l Park Service on bald eagles. Kids 8-12 years.  Thursday, July 15 from 2-3:00.  (5) Declined paying for a SRP closing program and will opt for an ice cream social for the kids instead at the end of SRP.  Barb Burrington to contact Brian at Schwan’s.  (6) Walker Art System has arrived.  Sue and Linda will complete the final report for ECAC.
Other Business:  (1) Winter Reading Program going well as is the Children’s book club.  (2) Kris will contact Marilyn Heinzel regarding her willingness to continue with the website. 
(3)  Spring Book Sale May 15th, 10-2.  Set up Friday 4 PM.  Bring in your donations.  (4) Art dedication May 8th 11-2.  (5) Star Wars Program, April 17th, Toni Olinske organizing.  Help her where you can.  (6) Doug Ohman has a couple of programs that would be interesting but because of budget restrictions, we are declining for this spring.  Sue will check on Legacy Funding in regards to Doug and Bev Proulx.  If funds are available, we may book.

Next Meeting:  Saturday, March 13, 2010 at 9:30 AM.

Respectfully,

Jackie Larson, Secretary

Valentine Party followed at 10:30.

